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3.3.4.2.5. Cartesian coordinates

Importing Cartesian coordinates can allow the display of
incommensurate and quasicrystal structures if the refinement
software has this as an output option. Using Cartesian coordi-
nates can sometimes be more convenient for the slight modifi-
cation of structures for the display of distortions or individual
molecules. A structure defined as triclinic with space group P1
and a cubic cell with edges of unit length would also work for
importing a structure or molecule originally defined in a Carte-
sian frame of reference.

3.3.4.2.6. Comparing or overlaying crystal structures

The graphical comparison of crystallographic structures can be
useful and time-saving for comparison of polymorphs or a
chemically similar series of small-molecule structures. One
program that can perform this function is CrystMol, where
multiple molecular structures can be compared using a point and
click menu or via the CrystMol scripting system. RMS differences
are also listed. Superposition of structures is discussed in Section
3.3.1.2.2.

3.3.4.2.7. Extended structures and topology analysis

Currently, the only available program that rigorously analyses
extended structures (involving overlapping or interpenetrating
molecules) is OLEX. For graphical viewing of extended struc-
tures OLEX displays particular fragments in a single colour.
GRETETP also has this display functionality, making it useful for
viewing extended structures.

3.3.4.2.8. Magnetic crystal structure display

The software listed in Tables 3.3.4.1 and 3.3.4.2 includes
programs that can display graphics representing magnetic vectors
without necessarily having the ability to understand magnetic
symmetry. Programs that can display magnetic structures include
ATOMS, CrystalMaker, Diamond, DrawXTL, FpStudio, VENUS
and Xtal-3D.

3.3.4.2.9. Incommensurate crystal structures

PRJMS and FpStudio are currently the only programs that can
plot modulated structures in three-dimensional space; FpStudio is
currently restricted to incommensurate magnetic structures.
However, importing Cartesian coordinates can be used to display
incommensurate structures when incommensurate refinement
software can output coordinates in this format. BALSAC
provides a good example of software which by default uses
Cartesian coordinates, from which plots of incommensurate and
quasicrystal structures can be generated.
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